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Sixteen Schools Honored with America’s Best Urban Schools Award 
SDSU’s National Center for Urban School Transformation to Present Awards October 13th in San Diego. 

 
SAN DIEGO – (Monday, March 29, 2020) —Today, the National Center for Urban School 
Transformation (NCUST) at San Diego State University announced sixteen schools as winners of 
its 2020 America’s Best Urban Schools Award. The schools will be recognized at the America’s 
Best Urban School’s Symposium on October 13, 2020 in San Diego. 
 
To compete for the award, schools had to serve predominantly low-income students; yet the 
schools had to meet a long list of student performance criteria, including excellent achievement 
scores, high attendance rates, low suspension rates, and high graduation rates for every 
demographic group of students. Each racial/ethnic/income group served had to demonstrate 
rates of proficiency that exceeded the proficiency rates for all students in the state. The schools 
could not use any selective admission criteria to screen out less capable students. NCUST 
examined a variety of evidences of excellence including access to rigorous science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics education, student success in high-level programs and courses 
(e.g., advanced placement programs), the academic proficiency of English learners, and the 
academic progress of students with disabilities. 
 
Winners were drawn from a large pool of applicants that included many schools that have 
earned recognition as National Blue-Ribbon Schools, National Title I Distinguished Schools, and 
winners of many other state and national awards. In order to be identified as a winner, each 
school had to undergo an extensive on-site visit from a team of experts that included educators 
from schools that won the award in previous years. 
 
“The winners have attained a level of achievement more typically seen in schools that serve 
very affluent communities,” said Joseph F. Johnson, Jr., executive director of the NCUST. “They 
prove that our nation’s urban schools can be wonderful centers of learning that change 
children’s lives,” Johnson said. “As a nation, we should seek opportunities to applaud and 
support these schools while we provide systematic, substantive assistance to other schools 
seeking to attain similar results.”  
 
 



 

 

SCHOOL WINNERS DISTRICT STATE 

Mueller Charter Chula Vista Elementary CA 

Silver Wing El Chula Vista Elementary CA 

Ethel Evans El Garden Grove Unified CA 

R. F. Hazard El Garden Grove Unified CA 

Thomas Paine El Garden Grove Unified CA 

Parkview El Garden Grove Unified CA 

Earl Warren El Garden Grove Unified CA 

Horace Mann El Glendale Unified CA 

Rolando Park El San Diego Unified CA 

Concourse Village El New York City NY 

A.X. Benavides El Brownsville TX 

Ruben Gallegos El Brownsville TX 

Mariano Gonzales El Brownsville TX 

Homer Hanna High Brownsville TX 

Hubert R. Hudson El Brownsville TX 

James DeAnda El Houston Independent TX 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 All of the award-winning schools will be recognized at a special awards ceremony during the 
America’s Best Urban Schools Symposium on Tuesday, October 13th. At the symposium, 
representatives from each of the winning schools will present sessions to an audience of public 
school educators and leaders from across the nation. The sessions will emphasize the processes 
and practices crucial to their success. Similarly, district leaders will describe their efforts to 
support and sustain these high-achieving urban schools. Educators interested in attending the 
symposium, are encouraged to register at www.ncust.com or call (619) 594-7905.  
 
The NCUST was founded as part of the QUALCOMM Institute for Innovation and Educational 
Success at San Diego State University. The mission of the NCUST is to help urban school districts 
and their partners transform school into institutions where all students achieve academic 
proficiency, evidence a love of learning, and graduate well-prepared to succeed in post-
secondary education, the workplace, and their community. 
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